EXGERPT from THE COMING OF THE WHITE WOMEN, 1836
from Rarcissa Whitmen'®s Journal, Ang, 28 to 30, 1836

"28th This morn lingered with Husband on the top of the hill that overlooks
Round, for beiries, untill we vere some distance behind cemp. Eave
no distyessing apprehensions now the moment we are out of sight of camp
for we have entirely passed the dangerous country. Always enjoy riding
alone with him, especially when we talk about home friends. It is themn
the tediocus hours are sweetly decoyed away. Ve decend a very steep hill
in coming iate Grand Round at the foot of whiah“ {& @ beautiful cluster of
pine trees, pich & spruse, but no white pine like what I have been accustomed
to seo ot home, Grand xound is indee? a beautiful place. It is a oircular
plain, surrounded with lofty mouhteins & has a beautiful stresm coursing
through 1t in some places .is delightful, & thé‘ Soil rich, in other places
we find the white sand & sege &s usual so pacunar to this try. We
nooned upon Grend Round River. The Cammas grows here in abundance & it is
the ma:pal pesort of the Cayouses & many other tribes, to obtain it of
which they are very ‘fond, It recembles an onion 4n shape and e¢olour, when
gooked is very sweet, tastes like a fig. ‘metr manner of baking them is
very curious. They dig a hole in the ground, throw in a heap of stones,
heat them to a red heat cover them with green grass, upon which they put the
Cammas & ¢over the whole with earth, when taken'ocut it is blgck, This is
the chief foud of many tribes during winter. f__.Aﬂfter dinner wé left the plains
& ascended the Blue Mountains, There a new & pleasing scen presented itself,
mounteins covered with timber through which we rode all the afternoon, a
very agreesble change. Thé scenery reminded me of the hills in my native
eounty Steuben.

29th "Had a continuation of the seme scenery as yesterday afternoon. Rode
over many logs an obstyuotion that we had not found in our way since we left
the states. Here I frequently met old acquaintances, in the trees & flowers
& was not a little delighted, Indeed I do not know as I was ever so much
affected with any scenery in my life. The singing of birds the echo of the
vojses of my fellow travelers, as they wePe scattered through the woods,

all hed a strong iesemblance to bygone daya. But this scene was of short
duration. Only one day. Before poon we began to descend one of the most
terridle mountains for steepness & length I have yet seen, I(t) was like
winding stairs §n it desent & in some piugec wlmost perpendigular. We
were a long time descending it. The harses appeared to dreed the hill as mue
as we 4id, Mmldturn&win& in a zigasg manner all the way down.

The men usually walked but I could not get permiseion to, neither aid I
destre #imuches We had no sooner gained the foot of the mountain when another
gteep & dreadful was before na. We 4id not mount this untill we hed
taken some fofreshment and rest. Our ride this afternoon exceeded everythin

we have had yet & what rendered it the more aggravating the path all the

way was very stony resembling a newly MoAdamized road. Our horses feet were
very tender, all unshod, so that we could not make that proggress we wished,
The mounteins in msny places was covered with this black broken dasals,

Ve were late in meking camp tonight. After ascen@ing the mountain immediatel
after dinner, we kept upon the main divide untill suneet, looking in vain
for water and a cemping plage. While upon this elevation, we had a view of



the westosn horizons Beyone the valley we could see two distant Mountains
Mount Hood & Mount St; Helens. These 1ofty peaks weyxe of a conleal form &
gepeprate from pach other by a considerable distance. Behind the former the
Sun was hiding part of his rays which gave us a more distinet view of this
glgantic cone. The beauty of this extensive valley contrasts) well with the
rolling mountains behind us & at this hour of twilight was enchenting &
guite diverted my mind from the fatigue under which I was labouring, We had
yeot 40 decend a hill as long but not as steep or stony as the others. By
this our hoxrses were in haste %0 gee ¢amp as well as ourselves & mine made
snch length strides in dessending that it shook my sides surprisingly, It
was dark when we got ipto camp but the tent was ready for me, & tea also,

for My. Meleod. m!.%ed ug to sup with him, We are now on the west side of
the Blue monntains. orossed them in a day & half, Dearest Mother let me
tell you how I am sustained of the Laord in all this Journeys Yestexrday &
for two oy thme days past I have felt weak and redless and Soarsely

able %0 sit on my horse yeésterday in particular. But see how I heve been
diverted with the seenery & carried out of myself in conversation about

home & friends. . Mother wil) recollect whet my feelings were and had been
for a yeay m‘svieua t0 my leaving heme, The last revival I enjoyed. My
visite to szmﬂga & the seensg thero. This Y eall my last impression of
geme feolings a’ré revived & % Porget thet I em weary and wamt yest, This
morning my feel: were a iittle peculiar, Felt remarkably well and strong,
80 mugh g0 as ta ‘mention it, But could not see any reason why I should

feel more rested than on the morn previous when I began to see what a days
ride was before I understood its If I had hed no better health today than
yegterday I should have fainted under‘it, Then the promise appeared in
full view, 'as thy day is, 8o shall thy strength bet, & my soul rejofced

in God, & tes‘bﬁt’ys to tha truth of another evidently manifest,"l.o, Iean
with you alway,!

"30the In donsequence of the lengthy camp yesterday & failure of animals
two of the company*s men left four of theirs bshind with packs also, This
occasionsd some anxiety lest *he wolves would destroy their beaver. Teday
thoy send bagk for them & we remain herq untill they return or make but a
ghort move to :znd more grasss In following the eourse of the stream on
which we amamped last night, found ¢herries in abundance, had time to stop
to gather as we wished, Indeed we rembled untill noon, before we went inmto
eamp. The cherries are very fine equal to any we find in the states. When
we aryjved Mp Gmay had the dinney yeady -miting for us, Our empidyment
this afterncen is varjous. Some arve washing their shirts & some are outting
their hair, others are shaying preparatory to seeing Walla W & some ere aslee
For my part I epdeavoured to divert myself the best way I could, doing a
1ittle mepding for Bugband, & tryimg to write while while he & Mr. Gray are
steached ipon the ground . enjoying the refreshment of a aound sleep. The '
men who went for the animals returned late, We all regretted this hindrance,
for Mr, Mcleod intended to see Walla W today & return again with a mushmenon
for Mrs Whitman (s0 he seid) He will go in tamorrow, It is the custom of
the country to send heralds aheed to amnounce the arrival of a party and
prepa;e for theiy recaptien.
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